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ABSTRACT 


- The central aspect for any critical study, including critical 
Stylistics , is ideology which is embedded in the discursive 
practices and it is the task of the analyst to determine 
those ways where ideology and language relate. 

( Asensio ,2016:126) 


"As a typical grammatical phenomenon, transitivity process 
is implied in four basic processes: Relational, mental, 
material, and verbalization process. The current paper 
detects the ideological implication of these four processes 
in Walker’s novel The Color Purple that deals with African- 
American woman's persecution. 


RESEARCH QUESTION 


1- How is transitivity process as a conceptual tool 
represented in The Color Purple? 


2- What is the most/ least process of transitivity that 
signifies women’s oppression in the novel? 


3-What is the ideological implication of transitivity in 
the selected data? 


AIMS OF THE RESEARCH 


"The study aims at: 

"1- Identifying the categories of transitivity process 
employed by Alice Walker to reveal woman’s oppression in 
the data under scrutiny. 

"2- Pointing out the most/least process of transitivity that is 
utilized in The Color Purple to echo the concept under 
investigation. 


=3- Uncovering the hidden ideology (ies) that lie behind the 
novelist’s language. 


NATURE OF THE STUDY 


“The researchers adopt a blending method of qualitative and 
quantitative approaches in the analysis. Qualitative approach is 
utilized by investigating the categories of transitivity process 
mentioned in Simpson’s model (1993) that represent women’s 
oppression in the text. 

* Content analysis is the tool for the quantitative approach. 
Consequently, some statistics are offered to support the 
qualitative method and lead the researchers for more 
explanations and conclusions. 


CRITICAL STYLISTICS 


The term CS refers to an approach of language 
analysis linked with the researcher Lesley Jeffries 
(2007) who first has investigated the hegemonic 
speeches on the female group and the impact the 
ideologies of this cluster have in society. 


- Thus, CS is seen as a typical text-based 
Stylistics with a definite critical goal .CS bridges 
the gap noticed between stylistics and CDA 
through utilizing and evolving critical linguistics 
field to text analysis realm . 


"Representing Actions/ Events and 
States Tool 


= Jeffries (2010) illuminates that it is possible for a 
Speaker to expose a problem as a state of affairs ina 
present simple tense, an event in a present progressive, 
or an action in a present perfect. 


‘Jeffries prefers Simpson’s (1993) model of transitivity 
because she believes that this model is more operational 
than Halliday’s (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004). 


The Model of Transitivity After 
Simpson (1993) 


The process Participants Sub categories 


Mental Process Senser, - Cognition ( e.g., She considered the issue) 
Phenomenon - Reaction (e.g., He dislikes this subject at 
school!) 


- Perception (e.g. I taste the soup) 


Relational Processes Carrier, Attribute - Intensive (e.g., He is my nephew) 
- Possessive (I have a cat) 
- Circumstantial (The shops are near) 


Procedure of Analysis 


"For achieving a coherent procedure of analysis, the researcher organizes 


the analysis as the next list shows: 

"1. Examining cautiously the concept of women’s oppression throughout the 
novel. 

"2. Electing the extracts that greatly employ woman’s oppression. 

"3. Illuminating the textual meaning by explaining the link between 
transitivity process exemplified through various sets of verbs and the textual 
meaning. 

"4. Explaining the themes explored through transitivity process which then 
lead to uncover the hidden ideologies that accompany woman’s oppression. 


QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS 


"Extract 1 


In her letter to God, Celie mentions an incident that has taken place 
between her mother and her step-father: 


"“Last spring after little Lucious come I heard them fussing. He was 
pulling on her arm. She say It too soon, Fonso, I ain’t well. Finally he leave 
her alone. A week go by, he pulling on her arm again. She say Naw, I ain't 
gonna. Can’t you see I’m already half dead, an all of these chilren.” (p. 17) 


"The four groups of transitivity arise in this extract. 
These are: material process (intention) symbolized in 
the two verbs “pull on” and “leave,” mental process 
(perception) signified in the verb “hear,” the relational 
process represented in verb “be” and finally 
verbalization signified in the verb “say.” Consider the 
following sentences: 


"1- “He was pulling on her arm”. (Material process, intention) 
"2- “Finally he leave her alone.” (Material process, intention) 


"3- “Last spring after little Lucious come I heard them 
fussing.” (Mental process, perception) 


"4- “Can’t you see I’m already half dead, an all of these 
chilren.” (Relational process, intensive) 


"5- “She say Naw, I ain't gonna.” (Verbalization, the sayer is 
Celie’s mother and the verbiage is “I ain’t gonna”) 


* Here, Walker offers an image of the passive woman who 
accepts blindly the continuous oppression, bodily abuse, and 
cruelty from an intimate partner, her husband. This detail is 
Shown in the verb “pull” that is usually stated in talking about 
animals or non-human things. Yet, the wife seems to accept 
Fanso’s abuse and her sickness is the only defense for her 
rebellion. 


* The verb “hear” exposes how the mother’s children, Celie and 
Lucious, have realized that scenario and apprehended clearly 


“Considering the relational intensive verb “be” in the sentence “Can't 
you see I’m already half dead, an all of these children,” it pinpoints 
Celie’s mother as an ill woman for giving birth several children. She 
defines herself as “half dead” to indicate the extent of tiredness. 


"Furthermore, introducing the mother as a sayer signified in the verb 
“say” in the sentences: “She say It too soon, Fonso, I ain’t well” and 
“Naw, I ain’t gonna” expresses two crucial issues: the truthfulness of 
the mother’s suffering and misery and the mother’s enthusiasm to 
stand against her partner’s will as an attempt to gain freedom. 


QUANTATIVE ANALYSIS 


“Considering the scattering of Representing Actions, Events, 
States tool in the novel, the four processes of transitivity i.e.: 
material, relational, mental, and verbalization are utilized with 
different distribution. Starting with the material process, it is 
the highest in its frequency 40 (41.23 %) while mental process 
is the minimum in its presence counting 12 (12.37%). For 
other two processes namely: relational and verbalization, they 
occur with extent 25 (25.77%) and 20 (20.61%) respectively. 


DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 


"The First Character : Celie’s mother 


"The transitivity process is involved to reflect themes like cruelty, passivity, 
and physical abuse. Accordingly, the process helps in recognizing two basic 
negative ideologies that go along with woman’s oppression. These are 
domination and persecution. 


"The Second Character: Celie 


"The transitivity process exhibits negligence of physical needs and the lack of 
love. This in turn assists in bringing to the surface the ideology of bullying 
and inadequacy that appear hand in hand with oppression. 


The Third Character: Sofia 


“Transitivity process is used to show the physical abuse 
achieved by the white and denial to submission. Thus, ethnic 
discrimination, injustice, and resistance which are totally 
negative ideologies are presented . 


* As oppression means the violent acts achieved through some 
one against another. In Walker’s view, the performer and the 
receiver of these actions are necessary to be mentioned and 
this fact justifies why material process is the most common one 
in the novel constituting 40 (41.23 %). 


e Relational type is operated with incidence 25 (25.77 %) to label 
the oppressed woman not only as miserable and depressed 
woman but also as heroic and courageous one. 


* Verbalization process that offers an account of woman’s 
Speech with regularity 20 (20.61%), it confirms two related 
concerns : the authenticity in what black woman states about 
her look which actually denotes confidence and woman’s fixed 
belief in her individuality and uniqueness. 


* The reaction of the oppressed woman is represented 
through mental process with extent 12 (12.37 %). The low 
occurrence of this type relates to Walker’s trend to 
emphasis the performance of oppression and struggle 
more than feelings and reactions. 


CONCLUSIONS 


"1- As a textual-conceptual tool of analysis, Representing Actions, Events, 
States is crucial in offering clearly woman’s oppression in Walker’s novel 
The Color Purple. 

"2- Actions are designated through material and mental processes which 
are mainly dedicated to express the psychological and physical abuse 
acted by man against the black woman in African-American society. 


"3- Walker’s conveys two critical and contrasted ideologies through these 
two processes particularly. These are man’s domination and woman’s 
Submission. 


"The relational process is utilized to categorize the black woman 
as enthusiastic and determined character in spite of her gloomy 
life. This reflects the novelist’s optimism to attain independence 
and individuality for black woman in near future. 


"The identity of the black woman is revealed in the final 
scenarios of the novel and mostly through verbalization process. 
Through this process and as a social activist, Walker declares 
openly that woman’s oppression will soon has no existence in 
her society. 
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